


































































































VOL. xxI AIR CORPS NEWS LETTER NO. 22. 
Information Division Munitions Bullding, 
Air Corps Washington, D.C. 





The chief pessoee of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
y 


nautics to the ng perecnnes in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard 
and others connected with aviation, 
---000--- 
HOSE CLAMPS. 





By Lieut. D.J. Keirn, Air Corps 


It is often said of an engineer that 
he cannot see a forest because of the 
trees. _It might be said with equal 
suitability of a botanist that he cannot 
see the trees because of the leaves. 
Often the aeronautical engineer mst 
adopt the botanist's point of view and 
direct the closest kind of scrutiny to 
the most insignificant parts. Today at 
the Materiel Division, Wright Field, we 
glorify the hose clamp, 
~ To e uninitiated, a hose clamp is a 
simple mechanism composed of a strap of 
soft steel that may be wees around a 
rubber hose, and a screw c -of some - 
sort by which the two ends-of the strap 
are pulled together, squeezing a rubber 
hose to a pipe. But let us take a look 
at the hose clamp through the eyes of-an 
engineer. 

ere have been some hose connection 
failures. What's to be done about it? 


There are three phases to the solution: 


1. Hose nipples with greater bead 
height. 

2. Hose with more flexibility to per- 
at? ses with nipples having greater bead 

eight. 

3. Hose clamps that are stronger, less 
one to abuse in installation, more 
Caslly installed, and that incorporate 
no important disadvantages, 

The first two phases are comparatively 
simple of solution, but the hose ane 
present quite a problem, Approximate 
& dozen different types have been tested 
and at- least two or three times that 
my have been considered and inspected. 
To improve this equipment, we must first 
determine as far as possible what the 
desirable characteristics aré; second, 
set equipment and a test procedure 
whereby we accurately evaluate de- 
Sirable qualities of various clamps; 
third, with the knowledge thus gained, 
prepare a specification; fourth, invite 
manufacturers to design and submit 
cious to meet this specification; and 
fifth, type test the clamps submitted to 
determine their ability. to meet said . 
specification,--- ~~ STS ° 

Many of the hese clamp characteristics 
Cannot be evaluated by method other 
than inspection, speculation, or service 
testing, preferably the latter, Thats 





why Unsatisfactory Reports were born, 
Certain performance characteristice, 
however, can be determined by laboratory 
testing; for example, the strength of 
the cl » the pressure exerted by the 
clap, the required wrench torque need- 
ed for any degree of tightness, the 
amount of wrench torque that causes 
failure, and the evenness of the grip- 

ing action. To accomplish these tests 

t is necessary to design and construct 
special equipment, A torque wrench and 
@ special hydraulic load testing machine 
have been developed, the latter to test 
the tension load with the clamp proper- 
ly installed. Special fittings are used 
to ‘méasure the gripping action, and 
evenness of grip is measured by deforma- 
tion of an aluminum tube. Five hundred 
man hours-have been expended to date; 
another two or three hundred should 
finish the investigation, 

Other current power plant tasks are 
an oil cooler to be investigated, a hy- 
draulic fuel pump drive and a simple 
exhaust collector ri sleeve to be de- 
veloped. There are always defects to 
be eliminated and improvements to be 
made to perfect the equipment of the 
future, There is always that optimm 
visible just around the corner but 
never reached P 

wee D0 ~—= 


CLASS 39-A STARTS FLYING, AND HOW! 


The largest class of students to report 
to the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, from the Pr y 
Flying School, Randolph Field, Texas, 
consisting of 4 Regular Army officers 
6 National Guard officers and 166 Flying 
cadets, started flying training on Monday 
October 17th, with a bang. 

The Kelly Field eg cert says 
that the weather man failed to give this 
section of the ——s enough rain to 
settle the dust, and Kelly Field was so 
hidden in the dust at times that it re- 
quired extreme caution by the students 
and numerous approaches on some landings 
before the plane successfully reached 
the ground. . 

The School Squadrons at Kelly Field 

(Continued on Page 4 ). 
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RETIREMENT OF MASTER SERGEANT FOSTER 
By the Kelly Field Correspondent 


Orders recently published by the War 
Department placed Master Sergeant Arthur 
C, Foster, Air Corps, on the retired 
list of the Army, effective October 31, 
1938, on which date he completed over 
thirty years of service with the colors. 

This noncommissioned officer, who has 
reached the half century mark.in age and 
who has had a varied and very interesting 
as well as colorful military career, 
cane entered the service on January 18, 
in the Cavalry, a one-year enlistment in 
the termaster Corps, and for the | 
Reet 7 years he served continuously in 

he Air Corps. Sergeant Foster is the 

possessor, and proudly so, of nine Dis- 
charge Certificates, all of which bear 
the notation of Character "Excellent." 
On each discharge date, except the first, 
he held noncommissioned officer grades 
of Sergeant and higher ranks. For about 
six years he held the grade of First - 
Sergeant, and he received his appoint- 
ment as Master Sergeant, Air Corps, on 
March 1, 1938. 

This colorful soldier, in add 


« 


der, served in France and Germany during 
the World War, and had another tour of 
foreign service when he was on any in 
the Panama Canal Department from 1931 to 
1934, while a member of the Air: Corps at 
France Field. He has had two tours of 
duty at Kelly Field, his service at that 
field totaling eleven years. His first. 


tour was from 1924 to 1930, and his sec- | 


ond tour started on April 18, 1933, when 
he returned from Panama. His latest 
assignment at Kelly Field was with the 
Hy omy and Headquarters Squadron, 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, as its 
popular First’ Sergeant. He has been at- 
tached to that organization since receiv- 
ing his appointment as Master Sergeant, 
awaiting retirement orders. 

Sergeant Foster holds a commission as 
Second Lieutenant in the Cavalry Reserve, 
and is the proud possessor of the Mexi- 
can Border Medal and the World War Vic- 
tory Medal, 

A dinner in his honor, held by the 
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron 
on the date of his retirement, was at- 
tended by several staff officers of the 
School as well as the entire organization 

Major George M, Palmer, Air Corps, Ex- 
ecutive Officer, representing Colonel 
Frank D, Lackland, Commandant, congratu- 
lated Sergeant Foster on his retirement, 
and Captain John C. Crosthwaite, Air 
Corps, Commanding Officer of Headquar- 
ters and Headquarters Squadron and Post 
Adjutant, after a few well chosen re- 
marks, presented Sergeant Foster with a 
beautiful set of silver on behalf of the 
enlisted men of the organization. 

A native of Westford, Vermont, Sergeant 


He served four 3-year enlistments | 


ition to §| 
seeing active service on the Mexican bor-| 





| Foster will make his permanent home in 
| San Antonio, Texas, with his wife (Mrs. 

'Ivy Foster) and daughter (Dixielee) at 

| Sheie newly purchased home at 255 Taft. 

| Boulevard. chan 

_ Sergeant Foster has been the recipient 
|of congratulations from many of his 

| friends throughout the service. Kelly 

| Field and the Air Corps wish this 

| splendid soldier success in the future, 

/and congratulate him on his well earned 
| retirement. . 
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| PROMOTION OF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS 

| Technical Sergeants Ralph McNeely, of 

Moffett Field, Calif., and John M, 

Suggs, of Hamilton Field, Calif., were 

| promoted to the grade of Master Ser- 

'geant, effective November 1, 1938, 

| §taff Sergeants Johnny V, Yocum, sta- 

| tioned in the mands pane Department, and 

Harold F, Carlow, of Fort Bragg, N.C., 

were promoted to the grade of Technical 

Sergeant in the Air Corps, effective | 

November 1, 1938, 

| Technical Sergeants McNeely and Suggs. 

'were Nos. 28 and:29, respectively, on 

the list of noncommissioned officers 

| qualified for appointment as Master 

 deneennts which list was published in 

| the issue of the News Letter of February 

| 15th of this year, The promotion of 

| these two noncommissioned officers 

| leaves Technical Sergeant John &, 

| Wupperfeld No. 1 on this list for promo- 

| tion to the grade of Master Sergeant. 

| He was No, on the original list. 
Staff Sergeants Yocum and Carlow were 

Nos. 56 and 57, respectively, on the 

| list of Staff Sergeants qualified for 

| appointment to the grade of Technical 

| Sergeant, published in the Air Corps . 

|News Letter of March 1, 1938, The pro- 

|motion of the above two Staff Sergeants 

leaves Staff Sergeant Graham Platt, 

who was No. 58 on the original list, in 

line for the next promotion to the 

‘grade of Technical Sergeant, Air Corps. 


---000--- 


NEW PURSUIT PLANE FERRIED TO WRIGHT FIELD 


Lieut, William M, Morgan, Air Corps, 
recently ferried to Wright Field, Ohio, 
the new XP-40 (Curtiss Pursuit) from the 

lant of the Curtiss Company, for per- 
ormance testing by the Air Corps Mater- 
iel Division, e XP-40 is similar to 
the P-36, but the engine is liquid- 
cooled, 





4 


---000--- 


Before a meeting of the Philadelphia 
Chapter of the Institute of Aeronautical 
Sciences, on October 28th, Lieut. H.F. 
Gregory, Air Corps, of the Aircraft 
Branch at Wright Field, presented a paper 
entitled "Army Experiences with Rotating 
Wing Aircraft," 
se V-7892, A.C. 
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AIR FREIGHT TERMINAL BUILDING AT FAIRFIELD AIR DEPOT 


The most recent innovation in supply 

warehousing is the establishment at the 

Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, of 

an air freight terminal building for the 

purpose of storing supplies ferried by 

~ vale inter-area and intra-depot sta- 
8. 

Heretofore supplies received by air 
transport were stored in the main ware- 
house, three-quarters of a mile distant 
from the hangar line. This involved 
considerable warehousing and clerical 
effort to effect air shipments. With 
this new system, lies for air trans- 
port are delivered direct to this ter- 
minal, 

Platforms have been constructed on 
both sides of the terminal building the 
same height as a standard truck, so as 


to provide accessible loading and unload-'! 


ing facilities. Supplies are placed in 
allocated areas and suitable records 
made of the cubical content and weight 
of the commodities. Within the allot- 
ted area supplies are further classified 
as to "extra priority," "priority," and 
normal," With this new system a trans- 
port load may be assembled from records 
maintained by the oh ee Me of this 
building, whose office is in the main 


Supply Building. 
its ey working hours, a civil- 


ian crew is used to load and unload 
transports. After normal working hours 
this task is performed either by civil- 
ian employees, whose hours of duty are 
staggered, or enlisted personnel under 
supervision of the Terminal Storekeeper. 
e only available building for this 
terminal was Hangar #4, an old war-time 
hangar, which has almost served its use- 
ulness and is in line for razing in the 
near future. A Project. Estimate has 
been submitted for the construction on 
the f lying line of a brick buildi 
which will be more suitable for this 
purpose, 

It is expected that an additional nun- 
ber of new transports will be assigned 
this station in the near future, and 
likewise the shipment of Air Corps sup- 
Plies will increase, due to the fact 

hat contracts have been let with com- 
mercial pasractore to deliver supplies 
to one of the continental Depots for 
subsequent delivery by air transport to 
the other Depots, When a shipment which 
is to be apportioned among the various 
Depots is received at. the Fairfield Air 
Depot, the contract. quota for the Fair- 
field Depot is inspected and placed in 
storerooms, the quota for the other De- 
pots is stored temporarily in the Ter- 
Minal, It is believed that the location 
of a Neate | on the flying line for a 
freight terminal is the most efficient 
ne Shed of handling supplies delivered by 


Coincident with the increase in trans- 


porting supplies by air has been the gen- 
eral increase in business in the Depot. 
Supply Department of the Fairfield Air 
Depot, In contrasting the accumulated 
business from January to October, 1937 
with the same period this year, the fol- 
lowing increases have been noted: 
Freight and Express ton- 


nage in and out | 42% increase 

aterial carried by 

other means ; 475 " 
Parcel Post 1 " 

Air Transport 11934 " 


Number of shipments receiv- 
ed and made 7.8% " 
Recently the binning program was com- 

plages in the Depot Supply Department 

y the removal of the old obsolete type 
|wartime bins and the construction of 
wooden bins of modern design, which are 

10 feet high and 55 inches wide, with a 

ledge 36 inches from the floor on both 

ides. The hotel system of ree nt tg | 

s used, which provides flexibility in 
the numbering of bins. The master nun- 
ber for bins is taken from the numbers 
on concrete columns. A particular bin 
may be subdivided into four sections 
and identified with the alphabetical 
prefix mat. a tow and wp. Small 

Cleats and shelves have beon provided 

in some bins which are removable in the 

event the entire space is required. 

Only one article is stored in a bin 
er subdivision of a bin. The rear and 
|side partitions of these bins are re- 
‘movable. In general, these bins have 
| the majority of the features of metal 
bins with the exception that they are - 
not fireproof. 

The system of winebenetng 
that of storing one classification of 
property in one section of bins. As 
far as practicable supplies are stored 
in the numerical sequence of the cata- 
logue or stock list. This is impractic- 
able for large bulky articles such as 
chain hoists, cowling, vises, crank 
cases, etc., which are stored in racks 
opposite the aisle of the. corresponding 
section of bins. Bins and racks have 
been painted white with black letters 
and cement paint has been applied to 
the floors. 

Plans are in effect to concentrate the 
storage of propellers, engine accesso- 
ries and aircraft accessories in one 
storeroom, which is in accordance with 
the recent classification e in the 
above property to Class 03. is will 
-|provide additional space in some store- 
rooms, but will necessitate the con- 
struction of a few bins in the proposed 
| department. 

e to the general increase in work, 
it has been found necessary to estabiish 
& new ¢ection in the office - that of 
raw svock, instruments, school supplies 
and miscellaneous equipment. 

— vV-7892, A.C. 





in use is 











All of the above increase in account- | observers, were Lieut. Colonel Edward M, 
ing, warehousing and construction has | Almond, nt Major Donald L. Dutton 
been accomplished with no appreciable /and Captain Darwin Martin, Coast Artil- 
increase in permanent personnel. It is lery Corps; Major Harry Vitzthum, Signal 
believed, however, that if shipments and Corps; Captain Gilman C, Mudgett,Cavalry, 
receipts continue to increase, it will and Captain Frederick Gerhard, Chemical 
of necessity require the employment of Warfare Service. 
ae Sree per eerne pe ---000--- 

e problem of storage space in the | 
Sup ly’ Building has become very acute | BACHELOR OFFICERS' MESS AT RANDOLPH FIELD 
with this increase in business, and it | , 
is anticipated that an additional Supply | The members of the Bachelor Officers 
building will be required in the near Mess at the Primary Flying Field at 
future. It is believed the ideal loca- Randolph Field, Texas, constitute about 
tion for the main Supply building is ad- as cosmopolitan a group as can be as- 
jacent to the Engineering Factory Build- , sembled at any Air Corps station. 
ing, for engine spares, plane spares and, The Philippine Army is represented by 
very active property, permitting the two student officers taking the course 
more bulky and vod. active items to be of flight training, The Nicaraguan Army 
stored in a distant warehouse. If the | has one of its officers pursuing the same 
main Supply Warehouse were placed adja- course, A medical officer of the Cuban 
cent to the ineering Factory Building | forces is attending the course offered 





a@ conveyor system and message tubes by the School of Aviation Medicine, 

would ~ a Fature Sopetbiii ty. Naval officers cf the Medical Branch, al- 
---000--- ' though not members of the Mess, are fre- 
uent visitors. Several of them are stu- 
GUNNERY PRACTICE FOR AIR CORPS dents at the School of Aviation Medicine. 

TACTICAL SCHOOL STUDENTS. _ The line branches are represented by 
officers from the Infantry, Field Artil- 

About.23 airplanes and a convoy of _lery, Coast Artillery, Cavalry, Engin- 


trucks, carrying 38 officers and 78 en- Gers and Signal Corps, In-additieon, the 
listed men departed from Maxwell Field, (Medical Corps and.the Medical Corps Re- 
on teomery : Ala., on October 26th for serve have representation in. the Mess, 
Eglin Field, Valparaiso, Fla., to parti- as has the National Guard, Finally, 
cipate in gunnery practice over the week bringing up in the minority, are the Air 
end, : ‘Corps and the Air Corps Reserve, with a 
The officers, members of Section A of (total of 33 of the 134 members cf the. 
the Air Corps Tactical School, with the ‘Bachelor Mess at this Air Corps station, 
exception of Majors Otto G. Trunk, Ralph 
B, Walker, Oakley G. Kelly, James A. : 
Mollison, Henry H, Reilly, Captain John | New Class Starts Flying at Kelly Field 
N, Jones and Lieut. Austin A. Straubel, | continued irom Page 1) | 
who traveled by automobile, proceeded to | : ba 
Eglin Field by airplane. With the excep- flew a total of 4,836:05 hours during 
tron of those accompanying the fliers as | the month of October, 1938, as follows: 





Ooservers or agg toe ee the enlisted 6lst Squadron. 1,680:00 
men traveled by truck and automobile. 62nd Squadron 972; 50 
Both officers and enlisted men were 63rd Squadron 1,227:35 
scheduled to return on Sunday, October | 64th Squadron 955: 
50th, Bt Total 4,836:05 

a. oe arrival of the personnel at Eglin | ---000--- 
Field, Major Warren A, Maxwell assumed 


the duties of Officer in Charge of the | NEW RADIO EXPERIMENTS AT WRIGHT FIELD 


camp and Operations Officer, with Cap- 

tain R,L. xZaston as Engineering Officer; Recent test flights at Wright Field, 
Captain F,G, Allen, Communications Offi- using the structure of the airplane as 
cer; Lieut, Louis A, Gunther, Armament 'an antenna for radio communication pur- 


Officer, and Sergeant Dean, Line Chief. | poses without additional wires, either 
Those piloting the ships to and from fixed or trailing, have proved success- 


Eglin Field were Captains A.Y. Smith, |'ful to the extent that it is believed 
Carl J, Crane, John H. McCormick, Walter | the method can be made practical, de- 
G. Bryte, John P. Doyle, Jr., Alfred 'Clares the Wright Field Correspondent. 
Johnson, Walter S, Lee, George W. Mc- | This ey taew reg y apes is of special in- 
Gregor, Frank J, Coleman, William C. | terest in that it opens up possibilities 


Ritchie, D.R. Gibbs, E.K. Warburton, ‘for the elimination of the zards - due 
Donald F. Stace, Forrest G, Allen, R.L. to the breakage and subsequent loss of 
Easton; Majors Fred Nelson, Ray'G.Harris,! antenna wires under icing conditions, It 
William Souza, Frederick D. Lynch, E.P.. ‘is also hoped that transmission and re- 
Gaines, Lieuts. A.L. Monre, ey * | ception verter: | perisds of bad static 
Robinson, L,F, Harman and Robert Choate. | will be possible using present channels 
Among the other officers, flying as Jot communication. dpetee? i's 
ws = e . e 
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ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


The project involving the construction 
gf two barrack buildings for housing 
Flying Cadets at Rando ph Field, Texas, 
pot. gh pong | satisfactorily under the 

supervision of Captain Edwin V. Dunstan, 

Quartermaster Corps, Constructing Quar- 
vermaster. Colonel John B, Brooks, Com- 
nanding Officer ef the Field, indicated 
on June 30th, last, a rectangular area 


' parallel with First Street as the site 


zor _ the barracks, which will locate the 
buildings at right les to the two ex- 
isting barracks, and Captain Dunstan 
broke ground on July 5, 1938, ubilizing 
W.P.A, workers made available by the lo- 


cal relief authorities under an appropri- 


ation of $50,000 allotted by the Works 
Progress Administration through the War 
Department in Washington, for the pur- 
pose of constructing the foundations and 
the full basement up to and including 
the first floor structural concrete slab. 
The work above that level is being done 
by contract, . 

The preparation of plans and specifi- 
cations were rushed to completion by the 
Quartermaster General, time being the 
essence for two reasons, namely: to give 
impetus to employment and commercial ac- 
tivity and particularly to provide quar- 
ters urgently needed for the increased 
Classes of Flying Cadets. 

The sum of $350,000 had been set up in 
the War Department for the project, and 
it was estimated that, together with the 
W.P.A, allotment sf $50,000, two barrack 
buildings could be constructed from the 
available funds. Bids were accordingly 
invited on July 18, 1938, by the Con- 
structing Quartermaster for the erection 
of either one or two buildings. -The bid 
of $247,476 .00 was accepted for the two 
buildings, the second building to be lo- 


cated parallel with First Street West and 
ord t angle to the existing barrack 


Each Baildiie will house 106 cadets. 
The structures are a two-story type, of 
concrete and steel, with coment corridor 
and paved tile porch, with tile roofs 
and-full basements. Each building pro- 
Vides 53 bedrooms, 30 shower baths, 6 
toilet rooms, and a hot water heating 
ak Ae - 1 ' 

n design, materials and construction 
these buifad s will be the same as the’ 

existing barrack bu except 

that toilet rooms and shower” i will 
be revised and improved. ‘The varracks 
on the west side of the Cadet Group will 
Dave a full size basement and conform 
somewhat to the basement of the East 
Barracks, except the storage room will 
de on the south end of the barracks and 
suitably barred and made secure for the 
slisent of ordnance equipment and sup- 

+ . 

Parking space for 125 cars will be 


provided just south of "H" Street West, 
and between First Street West and the 
Cadet Swimming Pool. 
Award was made to Christy-Baskett Com- 
pany San Antonio, Texas, on August 3 

938, and work started on September 22, 
1938. Time of completion is specified 
as follows: "200 calendar days from the 
— of the receipt of notice to pro- 
ceed. 

Favorable weather conditions have aid- 
ed the contractor in making rapid prog- 
ress in the work and, unless adverse 
conditions are encountered, it is ex- 
pecker. that one barrack building will 

e ready for occupancy about April 10, 
1939, and the other building about May 
10, 1939. 

The Commas General of the 8th 
Corps Area notified the Commanding Offi- 
cer of Brooks Field, Texas, that the ex- 
tension of underground telephone plant 
to serve the two new Cadet Barracks was 
aperaves by the Chief Signal Officer, 
the project to be effected by the Post 
Signal Officer at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas. - 

wm=O0 ——— 


STATUS OF WARRANT OFFICER APPOINTMENTS 


Since the publication oy the. Office of 
The Adjutant General of the pamphlet, 
dated March 1, 1937, listing the names 
of 740 noncommissioned officers of the 
U.S. Army eligible for appointment to 
the grade cf Warrant Officer, there have 
been 154 promotions, the latest one 
being received by a Mester Sergeant of 
the Signal Corps on November 8, 1938. 
Technical Sergeant Edcil C. Maxwell, who 
was No, 146 on the list, wes the last 
Air Corps noncommissioned officer to re- 
ceive ewan to Warrant Officer. 
Heading the Air Corps eligibles on the 
list is Master Sergeant Harvey H. 
Hewitt (No. 169) whe for a number of 
years was on duty at Selfricge Field, 
Mich,, and is now stationed in the 
Hawaiian Department. Master Sergeant 
Hewitt will probably receive his oe 
pte a as Warrant Officer somet in 
abruary cr March, 1939, basing this on 
the normal flow of my et thus 
far. Below him are 101 other Air Corps 
nor.commissioned officers, the first ten 
being -- ' 
182 Master Sergeant Charles C. Lay 
188 Master Sergeant Murton K, Morrill 
190 Technical Sergeant William J. Riley 
198 Master Sergeant Gervais J. Garner 
205 Master Sergeant Harry Wilson 
213 Master Sgt. Walter J. Jehannsen 
217 Mastor Sergeant James D. Mehegan 
219 Staff Sergeant Jacob S, Brown 
223. Master Sergeant Carlton. P. Smith 





235. :Master Sergeant, Thomas J. Kelly 
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FLYING IN FULL SWING AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


Flying Cadets from every State in the 
nation, save two, are among the 332 st 
dent {lots now in training on the Pri- 
nary, Stage at the "West Point of the 
Air. 
student officers and 214 Flying Cadets. 
A few eliminations by the School of Avi- 
ation Medicine, due to inability to pass 
the physical examination, has threatened 
somewhat to thin the ranks, eight stu- 
dent officers and sixteen Cadets having 
been recommended for elimination. A few 
Other Cadets are still awaiting the de- 
cision of the medical officers prior -to 
their start of flight training. 

A study of statistics relative to the 
new class of Flying Cadets shows that 
their average age is 23.7 years. - This 
figure is slightly higher than the aver- 
age over a + of years, it is the 
belief of the News Letter Correspondent, 
and he attributes this to to be partly 
due to the fact that many of the new 
class spent a year on active duty with 
line branches of the service as Reserve 
oe es Lieutenants under: the Thomason 

ct. 

Meanwhile, on the Basic Stage side of 
Randolph Field, 190 embryo pilots are 
undergoing their ye This figure 
includes seven student officers and 
three foreign students. In addition, 21 
of the Reserve Officers assigned to the 
Training Center for a special Refresher 
course have graduated from the PT-13's 


and are now at work mastering the BTI-9's. 


he 4 will be advanced on a proficiency 
basis to the Advanced Flying School at 
Kelly Field. 

Much favorable comment has been heard 
from the Instructor Staff on the Basic 
Stage concerning the recent installation 
of "eyebrow" slots on the BT-9's. "The 
stall and spin characteristics have been 
greatly improved, and instruction work 
on this poe of training has been much 
facilitated," is the comment of the News 


Letter representative on the Basic Stage. 


In connection with the "eyebrow" in- 
stallation, the Station En.ineering Of- 
ficer reports that this work is 100 
se pee and all BT-9's at Randolp 
Field are now e ~~ with this ingeni- 
ous product of the Materiel Division. 

As stated in a previous issue of the 
Air Corps News Letter, the "eyebrow" 
slots are of the fixed type rather than 
those which go into operation when ap- 
youhohing a stall, fixed to the lead- 

ng edge of each wing, directly in front 
of the ailerons, the slots protrude 
about three inches from the leading edge, 
and pilots flying planes oreipees with 
them state that they offer little or no 
added resistance.,. eir function is to 
permit a smooth flow of air across the 
ailerons at low speeds, thus aiding in — 
the more rapid recovery from stalls and 
potential spins. 


6. 


| MEDICAL OFFICERS GRADUATE FROM THE 


| ° 
stu- | 


| 


SCHOOL OF AVIATION MEDICINE, 


The following-named medical officers, 


| who have been pursuing the four months! 


| basic course of instruction at the 


They are divided, as follows: 118 | 


School of Aviation Medicine, graduated 


as Flight Surgeons on November 12, 1938, 


and were assigned to the. station appear- 
ing after each name, viz: . 
Medical Corps, U.S. Army 
Cree Clifford 0, Bishop, Barksdale 
ield, La. ‘a 
Care Lester 0, Crago, Maxwell Field, 


a. 
sy ia Emmert C, Lentz, Fort Bragg, 


Captsre Harold A, Myers, Kelly Field, 

Texas. 

Captain Scott M, Smith, Lowry Field, 
‘Denver, Colo. 

Captain Sames L. Tobin, Hamilton Field, | 
Calif. 

Lieut. James W.S. Stewart, Randolph 
Field, Texas. 
- Medical Corps, U.S. - Navy 
Lieut. Julius C. Early, USS Yorktown. 
Lieut. (jg) Clifford P. Phoebus, Naval 
Air Station, Pensacola, Fla. 

Lieut. (jg) Wesley L. Mays, Naval Air 
Station, Pensacola, Fla. 

Lieut, (jg) Thomas Forwerda, USS 
Saratcga, : 

Lieut. (jg) Merrill H, Goodwin, Naval 
Air Station, Pensacola, Fla. 

Lieut. (jg) Charles F. Gell, Naval Air 
Station, Pensacola, Fla, 








| Lieut. Je) Charles F. McCaffrey, USS 
se. 


Enterpr 
Medical Corps, Cuban Ar 
Lieut. Francisco Hernandez D'Abrigeon, 


Cuban Army. 


Two officers of the Medical Reserve 





' Corps, Captains John S. Minnett, of 





Dallas, Texas, and Victor E. Frazier, of 
Kansas City, Mo., joined the class on 
September 350, 1938, for the six weeks' 
practical work, both officers having al- 
ready completed the extension course 
prior to coming to the School. They 
graduated with the resident class as 
Flight Surgeons. . 

Brigadier General Barton K, Yount, 
Commanding General of the Air Corps 
Training Center, delivered a very inter- 
esting and inspiring address to the 
class, following which he presented di- 
planes to each of the students and added 

is personal congratulations and words 
of good cheer. : 

The introductory remarks were made by 
Lieut. Colonel C.L. Beaven, Medical 
Corps, Commandant of the School of Avia- 
tion Medicine. The invocation and bene- 
diction were delivered by Chaplain J.¥. 
Westerman, of Randolph Field,. A number 


of disti shed guests, relatives and 
frAgpae of the student officers was pre- 
sent,. 


The present class makes the forty- 
(Continued on Page 7 ). 
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AIR CORPS OFFICERS ASSIGNED AS STUDENTS 
AT COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF SCHOOL. 


The following-named Air Corps officers 
have been selected for detail as students 


at the Command and General Staff School, 


Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for the 1939- 
1940 course: ; ed 

Majors Samuel M. Connell, Mitchel 
Field, N.Y. 

Majors James E, Parker, Elmer D. 
Perrin, Edmund P. Gaines, James A. 
Mollison, Randolph P, Williams, Captains 
James B, Burwell, Charles P. Cabell, 
James K, DeArmond, David R. Gibbs, Glen 
O, Jamison, Laurence §, Kuter, John H, 


McCormick, Donald F, Stace, Walter C. 


White, lst Lieuts. Charles T. Arnett and 
Leonard F, Harman, Maxwell Field, Ala. 
Major Edward W. Raley, Office of the 


- Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 


Major Ned Schramm and Captain Frank 
H, Robinson, Langley Field, Va. 
wee George P. Tourtellot, Detroit, 
ch, 
Captain Frank F, Everest, Jr., 
Schofield Barracks, 1T.H, 
toa znemas a Say Onleniee = 
aptain George McCo Yr. elfridge 
Field, -Mich, = e ; 
P tt Jemen Russell A, Wilson, March Field, 
a é 
lst Lieut. Reuben C, Hood, Jr., 
Nichols Field, P.I, 6 
@-—-~9000--— 


School of Aviation Medicine Graduation 
(Continued from Page 6 5 
sighth to graduate from the School since 
its establishment in 1919, In addition 
to the resident courses, the School also 
conducts a correspondence course for 
medical officers of the Organized Re- 
serves and National Guard. 
Students enrolled in this course at the 
present time, 

The staff of the School of Aviation 
Medicine is as follows: 

Commandant: Lieut. Colonel C.L,Beaven. 

Assistant Commandant and Executive 
Officer: Lieut. Colonel N.C. Mashburn. 

Adjutant and Secretary: Captain W.H. 
Kernan, - 

Director, Department of Opthalmology 
and Otology: Major J.M, Hargreaves. 

Director, Department of Psychology: 
Captenn W.A, Carlson, 

irector, Department of Aviation 
Medicine; | eee C.L. Leedham, 

Assistant Director, Department of Avi- 
ation Medicine; Captain N.W, White. 

Director, Department of Neuropsychia-— 
try: Captain E,J.. Kendricks. 

All of the above-named officers, with 
the exception of Captain Kernan, are 
members of the Medical Corps of the 
Regular Army, Captain Kernan's commis- 
sion is in the Medical Administrative 
Corps of the Regular Army. 


There are 466 


LARGEST STUDENT OFFICER DETACHMENT 
STARTS TRAINING AT RANDOLPH FIELD. 


The largest student officer detachment 
in the history of the Air Corps Primary 
Flying School at ve wT Field, Texas, 
is now undergoing training. The usual 
influx of recent graduates from the 
United States Military Academy in the 
October class was augmented by 23 
Reserve officers t g the Refresher 
Course, also by five National Guard of- 
ficers who are taking the regular one- 
year course at the "West Point of the 
Air." These, in addition to three 
foreign students, bring the total to 159 
officers. ' 

According to the News Letter Corres- 
pondent, recent graduates of the U.S, 
Military Academy who are now undergoing 
flying training at Randolph Field are 
inclined towards eccentricities. Lieut. 
Bertram Harrison attempted to raise 4 
raccoon, and Lieut. Gabriel Russell was 
eth seen with a wild cat, Scooters 
— ot-guns have become objects of de- 
sire. 

Bowling has become ene. of the favorite 
Pastimes of the Detachment. Alleys were 
not available at West Point, and so the 
majority of officers are novices. In 
spite of this fact, many are becoming 

uite proficient, and a good bowling 

eague be organized. 

The daily athletic period shows. that 
company spirit and a certain amount of 
inseparable tendencies extends cutside 
the Military Academy. Nearly every base 
ball team is composed of officers who 
have been in the same Company together 
for the past four years, This continua- 
tion of the West Point association is 
especially noticed in the I and K Com- 
pany teams. 

---100-~- 


SENSITIVE ALTIMETER DEVELOPMENT 


Much has appeared in the press recent- 
ly about a new sensitive altimeter de- 
veloped by the Bell Telephone Laborate- 
ries. An airplane, with the new instru- 
ment installed therein, arrived at Wrigh 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, on October 25th, — 
for demonstration to officers and engin- 
eers of the Materiel Division and ‘the 
Signal Corps Aircraft Radio Laboratory. 
The plane wes a trimotor Ferd. The 
pilot was Mr. P.G, Lucas, and those ac- 
companying him as preceaes were Messrs. 
J.A. Mergquelin, E.L. Nelson, D,K.Martin, 
William ins, R.J. Zilch and F.H. 
Smith, all of whom are connected with 
the Bell Telephone Laboratories, N* 
comments were released as to the effica- 
cy_of the equipment or its possible 
value to the Air Corps. 


——-0U0-<— 
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SND BOMB, GROUP IN FORT BRAGG -MANZUVERS 


On October 15th, the 2nd Bombardment 
Group, langley Field, Va., completed two 
weeks' participation in the Joint Anti- 
aircraft - Air Corps Exercise held in 
the vicinity of Fort Brege. N.C, 

The work during the period was very 
intense for both flying and ground per- 
sonnel, missions were execute 
and night at high altitudes. 
ing letter from the Wing Commander i 
quo ted:. 


| FIELD TRAINING FOR 23RD BOMB. SQUADRON 


Ten officers and 46 enlisted men of 
the 23rd Bombardment Squadron took off 


| from Hickam Field, T.H., to a five 


days of training on the auxil 
| port at Hilo, Hawaii. 

| Camp was pitched on the grounds of 
the airport, and a little more difficul- 


ary air- 


day ty than usual was encountered in pitch- 
The follow- ing the tents, due to the presence of 


| coral rock in every place a tent stake 
| was supposed to be driven. Picks were 


"During the recent Joint Antiaircraft -| used to dig a hole that would hold the 


Air Corps Exercises at Fort Breage North 
Carolina, from October 3-15, 1958, the. 
2nd Bombardment Group flew 375 hours on 
actual day and night missions in all 
kinds of weather, where the distance to 
the objective averaged 325 miles, making 
skillful navigation and the exercise of 


g00d judgment by combat crews imperative. 
th 


As the Commander of the 'Black Force,' 
which included the 2nd Bombardment 
Group, GHQ Air Force, I desire to com-: 
mend the outstanding performance of the 
group, which was due to its leadership, 
spirit and all-around efficiency." 

20th Bombardment Squadron: On October 
15th, this Squadrou completed a two-week 
persue of participation in the Joint 

ti-aircraft - Air Corps Exercise. 

"Fortunately," says the News Letter 
Correspondent, "we were a par ston of the 
Black Force, and as such did not change 
our base. All missions were of approxi- 
mately four hours' duration, and when 
the majority of these were above twenty 
thousand feet, the operating personnel 
suffered slightly from fatigue. However, 
the ground crews had the real soiree 
when, after a night mission, returning 

around ten or eleven o'clock, they had 
to remove all night camouflage prior to 
an early morning mission, One hundred 
and four men from Mitchel and March 
‘Fields were quartered and rationed with 
the Squadron during egy Exercise." 


The Headquarters and Headquarters 
Squadron of the 8th Pursuit Group, which 
returned from the Air Corps-Antiaircraft 
field exercise at Fort Bragg, N.C., on 
October 18th and 19th, did very little 
of the local flying in connection with 
the various problems, but by means of 


plotting boards and the civilian intelli- was 438. 


ence net, directed the 33rd and 36th 
suit Squadrons, based at Maxton and 
Southern Pines, N.C., respectively, to 
successful interceptions of the in- 
vading "Black" Bombardment, Attack and 
Reconnaissance. Much valuable experi- 
ence was acquired by officers and men 
alike 
---000--- 
Mr. C.J, Stewart,Director of Civil Re- 
search and Production,British Air Minis- 
try, visited Wright Field on October 19th. 


| stake. 

|. Ferry trips were made between Hilo and 
Hickam Field by this Squadron and the 

| 50th Reconnaissance Squadron, 

| Ground familiarization trips were made 
| y the officers to different parts of 

| the island under the guidance of Major 

| Beaton, who pointed out the values of 

| the different sections to the newer of- 
| ficers in the Squadron who had not . 

| had a previous cpportunity to become 

| acquainted with Hawaii from the military 
standpoint, The facilities of the Mili- 
| tary Rest C were inspected, and the 
military trails and.all available fa- 

/ cilities were noted. 

| The return trips were made with the 
‘help of the 72nd Bombardment Squadron, 


| waich furnished four B-18 rest anes, 
Vv 


| thereby waking e total of twelve planes 
| available, The residents of Hilo were 
treated to a sight of twelve planes 

| lined: up down the entire length of the 

| airport. : 

The entire trip and time spent at Hilo 
_ constituted a welcome break in the regu- 
| lar routine, and the field exercise 
/proved very instructive and beneficial, 


| COMPETITIVE PISTOL SHOOTING 
| Since the discontinuance of Air Corps 
| Regulation Pistol Shooting, the 46th 
‘School Squadron, Randolph Field, Texas 
has nevertheless been active in competi- 
| tive. matches held on their own target 
range, which is located in the basement 
| of their barracks. 

| .Recently, the Squadron held its annual 
| pistol and small bore rifle tournement. 

| Corporal Norman G, Hower repeated as 
'champion over a field cf more than 20 
|competitors. Hower's egate total 
Corporals Charles Jones and 

| Myron Lamparty papoee second and third, 
respectively, w 

The matches featured slow and rapid 


istol firing, wnile the rifle shooting 
ncluded cf d, kneeling and prone 
firing. 


The next tournament matches will be 
held in the Spring of 1939. This tour- 
ney will be sponsored by Major Stanton 
T, Smith, ty om Commander, who each 
year does his share in promoting inter- 


est in the target range. 
tine V~7892, A.C. 





th scores of 427 and 415, 








, OBITUARIES 





The whole dir Corps was shocked and 
grieved to learn of the death of Colonel 
Leslie MacDill, as the result of an air- 
plane accident on the morning of Novem- 
der 9, 1938, at Anacostia, D.C. The ac- 
cident occurred several minutes after 
his take-off from Bolling Field ina 
BCel airplane. 

Accounts pieced together from numerous 
eyewitnesses indicate that something 
went wrong with the mtor and that Col. 
MacDill tried first tn- get back to 
Bolling Field, and then with death star- 
ing him in the face he aimed his plane 
for a narrow space between two houses 
on § Street, a block away from the -in- 
tersection of Good He 2 Road and Nichols 
Avenue, Southeast. e plane cut down 
ao and power wires, knocked down 
a pole, clipped off tree limbs and 
plunged to the ground, bursting into 

lames immediately thereafter, Colonel 
MacDill and his passenger, Private 
“oo G. Gloxner, Air Corps, were in- 
stantly killed. | : 

The death of Colonel MacDill leaves a 
&*p in the Air Corps which will be hard 
to fill. He was one of the "Early 
Birds" in aviation, and those who knew 
him well realized his special ability, 
his highly analytical and mathematical 
mind, as well as his professicnal attain- 
ments. His sound conclusions and help- 
ful advice were constantly relied upon. 

Colonel MacDill was born at Monmouth, 

il., on February 18, 1889, Following 
his graduation in 1909 from Hanover Col- 
lege with an A.B, degree, and from the 
Jniversity of Indiana in 1911 with an 
A.M, degree, he was commissioned from 
civil life as a second lieutenant, Coast 
Artillery Corps, April 13, 1912. He 
served with the 6th Company, Coast Ar- 
ee 754 rs from May 28 to December 
€, 1912, and with the 122nd Company, 
Coast Artillery Corps, from December 10, 
i912, witil his detail in 1914 in the 
Aviation Section, Signal Corps. Upon 
the completion of his flying train at 
the Signal Corps Aviation School at San 
Diego, Calif., he was rated a Junior 
Mil ny Aviator on ng 2, 1915, which 
automatically advanced him to the rank 
"f first lieutenant. He was promoted to 
Captain on May 15, 1917; to Major, Air 
Service, July 1, 1920; to Lieutenant 
Colonel, Air Corps, August 1, 1935, and 
20 Colonel (temporary), Air Corps, on. 
august 26, 1936, a 

Assigned to the lst Aero Squadron upon 
his graduatinn from the Signal Corps © 
Aviation School, he served with that or- 
ganization from July to November, 1915, 
end with the lst ane ongg 2nd Aero Squad- 
ton, in the Philippine Islands, frem 
Jenuary, 1916, to May, 1917, 

Upon his return to the United States, 





Colonel MacDill was on temporary duty in | 


da 
Was ington, D.C., and his brother; 


the Office 5f the Chief Signal Officer, 
Washington, D.C., for a: brief period, 
and was then ordered to duty overseas. 
From October 11, 1917, to May 16, 1918, - 
he was on duty with Headquarters, Air 
Service, Lines of Communication, as Ma- 
teriel Officer, Training Department. He 
was then assigned to the ‘cémmand of the 
Aerial Gunnery School at ‘St. Jean de 
Monts, France, and he was: responsible 
for the seer ger and building of 
this school. ’ 

vey to the United States in Feb- 
hcg 1919, he was assigned to duty 
in the Office of the Director of Air 
Service, Washington, D.C., in the Aerial 
Coast Defense Section, Operations Divi- 
sion, Training and Operations Group, In 
addition to this duty, he served as a 
member of the Advisory Board from July 
28, 1920, to September 26, 1920, when hea 
was assigned to pursue a two-year course 
of “instruction at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. 
He graduated in June, 1922,. with the de- 
gree of Doctor of Science, following 
which he was assigned to duty at McCook 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, as Assistant to the 
Commanding Officer. 

On June 18, 1923, Colonel MacDill was 
assigned as Chief Enginecr Officer of 
the Engineering Division, McCook Field, 
and, save for the period of one year - 
August, 1924, to July, 1925 - when he 
was a student at the Command and General 
Staff Schcol at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 
he occupied this ge continuously 
until December, 1929, He assumed the 
additional duty of Chief of the Procure- 
ment Section on September 12, 1927, fol- 
lowing. the removal of the Air Corps En- 


gineering Division from McCook Field to 


the New Wright Field and the peor Ir: | 
of its designation to the Materiel Divi- 
sion, During the remainder cof his tour 
of duty at Wright Field, he served as 
Assistant tc the Executive Officer, Ma- 
teriel Division, and at various times 
was Acting Executive Officer. 

On September 2, 1930, Colonel MacDill 
reported for duty in the Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, -D.C., 
end was assigned to the Plans Division. 
During the course of cae phe A in Wash- 
ington he served on various boards of 
officers and committees. 

Relieved from duty in the Office of 


‘| the Chief of the Air Corps in the fall 


of 1933 to attend the Army War College, 
he graduated therefrom in June, 1934, 
and from the Naval War College, Newrort, 
R,I., in June of the following year. He 
was then sssigned as a member of the War 
ae ecg General Staff in Washington. 
Olonel MacDill is survived by his 
widew, Marilla A gta MacDill, two. 
hters, aged 14 and ll, residing in 
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Wilfred &, 
Ill, R ; 
Funeral services for the deceased Air 


MacDill, residing in Monmouth, 





Lieut. Colonel Walter Burkhard, Direc- 


‘tor of the Military Airports - Pilet; 


| .Captain Emil Schaetti, Technical Ad- 


Corps officer were held on Saturday morn-viser of the Division of Aviation; 


ing, November 12th, at the Arlington 
National Cemetery, at 11:30 o'clock, The 
Honorary pallbearers were Colonel Frank 
S. Clark and Lieut. Colonel Harvey C. 
Aiflen, General Staff Corps; Lieut. Cols. 
Fioyd Galloway, Rosenham Beam, Majors 
Ennis C. Whitehead and Donald D., 
FitzGerald, of the Air Corps. Colonel 
MacDill's final resting place is adjacen 
te that of the late Air Corps Chief, 
Major General Oscar Westover. In addi- 
tion to relatives, a large gathering of 
friends was present to pay their last 
respects. Many beautiful funeral 
wreaths were in evidence, indicating the 
esteem in which Colonel MacDill was held 
by his friends both in and out of the 
military service. 

Private Joseph G. Gloxner, Air Corps, 
who was oe: with Colonel MacDill, was 
a member of the First Staff Squadron, 
Bolling Field, D.C. He was single, and 
was born at Reading, Pa., May 238, 1907. 
At the date of his death he had complet- 
ed five years and nearly three months' 
service with the Air Corps. He held the 


rating of Specialist, 6th Class. His 


| Captain Ruetschi, Test Pilot. 


aenQOOnme 


| NEW PHOTOGRAPHIC UNIT AT WRIGHT FIELD 
| Major Frederick W, Hcorn, Signal Corps, 
‘reported for duty at the Air Corps Ma- 
iteriel Division, Wright Field, Ohio, on 


t October ZOth, to take charge of the Sig- 


'nal Corps Training Film Field Unit. This 
‘is a new unit, the purpcse of which is 
to produce sound motion pictures for the 
| training of personnel in various Air 
‘Corps functions, 

| Moving pictures recording test work, 
‘er produced for public educational or 
historical purposes, will continue to be 
jhandled by the Materiel Division Motion 
|Picture Unit. Where subjects overlap, 
(the two units will cooperate. 

| The new laboratory is in its beginning 
| stages, and it will take some time, 
'Major Hoorn says, to gather suitable 
|Personnel and the necessary equipment. 

| When ecrganized, however, the production 
lof 20 reels a year will be its objective. 
|All preparation of scenarios, ghee 
}and other creative work is to be perform- 


e 
father, Stephen Gloxner, of Reading, Pa.,|ed by the New Unit at the Material Divi- 


survives hin. 

The Air Corps extends its profound 
sympa thy to the bereaved relatives of 
these two men who died in the service of 
their country. 

Wright Field personnel wish to extend 
their sympathy to the family of Colonel 
MacDill, "He was with us for many 
years," declares the Wright Field News 
Letter Correspondent, "and his unswerv- 
ing sense of fairness and sound technic- 
al ability won their meed of respect and 
esteem," 

---000--- 


SWISS AIRMEN VISIT MATERIEL DIVISION 


Colonel Robert Fierz, Chief of the 
Technical-Division of the Swiss Military 
Department, and a group of Swiss Ar 
pilots visited the Air Corps Materie 
Division, Wright Field, Dayten, Ohio, on 
November 3rd. The Swiss Mission is in 
the United States for the purpose of 
‘gga, military airplanes and has 

een granted permission to fly and test 
such *f -the aircraft as have been re- 
leased for export, are not government- 
owned, or being manufactured: to apply on 
Government centracts. Those accompany- 

ng Colonel Fierz were: 

Colonel Damian Lang, Chief cf the Sub- 
division for Aviatien and Service of 
Transmission; et eae 

Lieut. Colonel Robert Ackermann, Chief 
of fection in the Division for Aviation - 

ot; 


-l0— 


|'sion, Processing of films is to be done 
}at the Army War College Photographic 
| Laboratory in Washington, Release of 
| film will be by the Chief Signal Officer 
| In preparation for his new work, be- 
| sides several years of photographic 
| training, Major Hoorn spent eight months 
in Hollywood at the various leading mo- 
tion picture sop anenee etna =F 

——=—0U0 <= 


TRAINING METHODS TO UNDERGO STUDY 


Major Isaiah Davies, Air Corps, Direc- 
tor of Flying at the Air Corps Advanced 
Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, has 
been named as a member of a board of of- 
ficers which convened in the Office of 
the Chief of the Air Washington, 
D.C., on November 7, 1938, to study 
training methods. Major Davies left 
Kelly Field, enroute to Washington, on 
November 5th, and expects to be away 
about a month, 

During the absence of Major Davies, 
Major Harvey W. Prosser, Air Corps, 
Secretary and Public Relations Officer, 
will take over the duties of Directer 
of Flying at the Advanced Flying School, 
in addition to his other duties.. 


Two hundred and sixty students. from the 
University of Cincinnati visited Wright 
Field on October 25th, last. This visit, 
which is an annual event for the aerc- 
nautical engineering students, is incor- 
perated as part of the class curriculum, 
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PASSING OF DONOR OF MACKAY TROPHY 


The death on November 12th, at his 
home in New York City, of Mr. Clarence 
H, Mackay, marked the passing of one of 
this country's reap bray ny Me tizens. 

For a long time Mr. Mackay was a lead- 
er in the business and civic activities 
of New York City. He generously support- 
ed the arts and sciences and'was a great 
philanthropist, | ; 

In the field of aviation his. name was 
associated for over a quarter of a cen- 
tury with the aaa oa bearing his name 
and which he donated in the year 1912 
with the provision that it was to be 
awarded annually to Army officers making 
the most meritorious flight of the year. 
The huge silver cup bears the names of 
Army aviators whose outstanding flying 
achievements made the most notable con- 
tributions to the science of aviation 
since it was first awarded in 1912 to 
' Lieut. Henry_H, Arnold, Infantry, now 

HaJor General and Chief of the Army Air 

orps, 

Because the winners of the Trophy had 
nothi to show that their achievements, 
had gained formal recognition, Mr. 
Mackay, in 1929, povided a gold medal 
for each of the flyers whose names 
adorned the Trophy, and continued to 
award medals each year thereafter. The 
medal bears the holder's name on one 
side and a representation of the Trophy 
on the other. 

Mr. Mackay was born on April 17, 1874, 
in San Francisco, Calif. He was educat- 
ed for the most part at Vangirard Col- 
lege in Paris and Beaumont College in 
Windsor, England, completing his studies 
at the latter Place. In 1894, at the 
age of 20, he entered his father's of- 
fice, Two years later he was elected 
president of the American Forcite Powder 
Manufacturing Company, serving for three 
years, In 1896 he became a director of 
the Postal Telegraph Company and the 
Commercial Cable Company, and a year 
later he was elected a vice president 
by each, a position which gave him the 
administrative control of operations. 

Armed with practical knowledge, Mr. 
Mackay now directed all his energies to- 
ward extending these enterprises, The 
construction of a cable to the Orient 
had always been a great hobby with his 
father, but owing to various obstacles 
it was left to the son to carry out the 
Progect’. 

Eighteen months were consumed in con- 
rete and laying the cable, the land- 
ing of the eastern end of which took 

place at San Francisco in. December, 1898. 


aura the entire period, Mr. Mackay 
ure is personal attention to every de- 
ail, The capital involved amounted to 


more than $9, : ; 
In 1928 the Postal Telegraph-Commer- 
cial Cables Companies and the Interna- 





tional Telephone and Telegraph Corpora- 


Ti- 


tion effected a $300,000,000 merger, Mr. 
Mackay, data of the Mackay systen, 
and Sosthenes Behn, president of the In- 
ternational Telephone and Telegraph, 
pooling their interests, This operation 
merged telegraph, cable, telephone and 
radio systems on a scale never previous- 
ly attempted. Shortly before this mer- 
ger, Mr. Mackay had announced that his . 
companies, the Postal Telegraph, the 
Commercial Cables and the Mackay Radio 
and Telegraph Company had acquired con- 
trol of the high-powered transoceanic 
radio station at Sayville, L,I 

This acquisition of the Sayville sta- 
tion for Atlantic ship-to-shore service 
completed the radio system which was 
started by the Mac companies in 1927, 
when they acquired the Federal Telegraph 
Company's properties on the Pacific Coast 
and started Pacific ship-to-shore ser- 
vice, with direct land wire connections, 
In the summer of 1931, Mr. Mackay, as 
president of the Mackay Radio and Tele- 
graph Companys announced that two facto- 
riés had been acquired in Newark, N.J., 
for the manufacture of an international 
radio broadcast receiver and of ren, a 
powered vacuum tubes for transmitting 
purposes, and for radio development and 
research work, 

In 1930, in his annual report as chair- 
man of the board, Mr. Mackay showed the 
wide expansion of radio communication 
the Postal Telegraph and Cable Corpora- 
tion had developed, and reported that ap- 
proxiasesy $10,000,000 had been spent 

n one year in extending communication 
facilities throughout the world. 


NEWSPAPER FEATURES TRAINING CENTER IN 
ROTOGRAVURE SECTION, 


A double page ress in the St. Louis, 
Mo., POST DISPATCH, in the rotogravure 
section of October 16, 1938, featured 
the life of a Flying Cadet at the "West 
Point of the Air" from the day he enter- 
ed and started training cn the Primary 
Stage until final graduatinn from the 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, one year later. 

The Photographic Department of Head- 
ee Squadron at Randolph Field and 

e Kelly Field Photo Department cooper- 
ated in furnishing the material, 


The News Letter Correspondent of the 
49th Bombardment Squadron, Langle 
Field, Va., reports that during the last 
storm which hit the New England States, 
the XB-15 airplane was placed in tho 

ar for the first time. "Figure how 
a plane of 150 feet wing a apes can be 
eee into a hangar that is only 110 
eet wide," the Correspondent asks, and 
then he adds: "It can be done, because 
the 49th did it." 
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MANY VISITING PLANES AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


Seventy-one visiting airplanes landed 
at Rando ™ Field, Texas, during the 
month of October, according to an an- 
noucement from Post Operations. . Many. of 
the new BC-l's, being ferried east from 
the factory, stopped overnight at the 
"West Point of the Air," 18 of them be- 
ing cleared for points east. 

Many ey | pilots, enroute either east 
or west, also made use of the servicing 
facilities at Randolph Field during the 
month, 

The following is a partial list of 
visitors during the month and their home 
stations: 

General A.H. Blanding, National Guard; 
Lieut. Colonel A. Tucker, National Guard; 
Lieut. Colonel K. Buchanan, Cavalry; 
Lieut. Colonel A.B. McDaniel, Majors 
T.W. Blackburn and J.F, Powell, Air 
Corps, Washington, D.C. 

Colonel R.C, Rowell, U.S. 
Anacostia, D,C.. 

Lieut. Colonel R.E, O'Neil and Major 
H.K, Ramey, Air Corps, March Field, Cal. 

Majors E.M, Powers and S.M, Umstead, 
Air Corps, Wright Field, Ohio. 

Captains D.T. Laubach and W.E, Whitson, 
Air Corps, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Lieut. R.L. Poor, USN, North Island, 
New York, 

Captain F,L. Fair, Air Corps, Marshall 
Field, Kans. 

Captain A.C. George, Air Corps, Barks- 
dale Field, La. 

Captain S.W. Van Meter, 
Maxwell Field, Ala. 

Major B.S. Thompson, Air Corps, 
Hensley Field, Texas. 

Lieut. R.W. Ryder, Air Corps, Chanute 
Field, Ill. 

Lieut. C,H, Leitner, Air Corps, Lowry 
Field, Colo, ) 

Lieut. L.E, Hobbs, Air Corps, Nat'l 
Guard, Houston, ase , 

mm U0 -—— 


MORE "BACON" CARTED HOME BY LT, DENSFORD 


Accordi to the Kelly Field Correspon- 
dent, lst Lieut. Charles F, Densford, 
Air Corps, popular flying instructor in 
the Observation Section of the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
still continues to "mow 'em down," having 
again made history by his ability in the 
use of shootin' irons. - Sq 

Flyi to Savannah, Ga., on a routine 
navigation training flight, and while on 
his authorized delay in that hospitable 
city, Lieut. Densford participated in 
the South Atlantic Pistol Championship 
held there, He was the lone Texas en- 
trant, and while resting up from his fly- 
ing <y: he established a new world's 
record for .38 caliber revolvers in 
rapid firing. His score of 196 bettered 
the long standing, oft-tied high of his 
shooting partner, Tate, of San Antonio, 


“Air Corps, 





Marine Corps, . 





ee eee 


| Three new records out of four matches 
‘on the first day of the "shoot" eclipsed 
|Kelly Field's own Densford's creditable 
scores, until his shooting feat - which 
brought him up to a fourth place in the 
Georgia State pemmevoneesy Mares, just 


| behind National Champion Hemming, of. 
| Detroit. ‘4 ee 
All of Kelly Field's. shootin' frater- 


nity have been.awaiting the return of 
Lieut. Densford, being anxious to learn 
| the results of the Regional Meet, as well 
/as the identity of the winner of the 

| coveted money pot and SEOROy They were 

all feeling confident that Lieut. 

Densford would "bring home the bacon," 
as usual, . . 
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| ° CONFERENCE ON TRAINING MATTERS 


Brigadier General Barton K, Yount, Air 
Corps, Commanding General of the Air 
Corps Training Center, Randolph Field, 
Texas, recently flew to Washington, D.C., 
accompanied by. Colonel Frank D, Lackland. 
_Air Corps, Commandant of the Advanced. 
| Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, for 
the purpose of a conference in the Offic’ 
' of the Chief of the Air Corps on train- 
ing matters. The journey to Washington 
was made in a B-18 airplane, ye ese by 
| 2nd Lieut. Leroy A, Rainey, Air Corps, 
| with General Yount acting as pomp les. 
| First Lieut. Norman L, Callish, Air . 
Corps, accompanied the flight as Naviga- 
tion Officer. 

Upon the complétion of his mission in 
the nation's capital, Colonel Lackland 
availed himself of five days' leave of 
| absence. During the absence of General 
| Yount and Colonel Lackland: from the 
| Training Center, Colonel Eugene A, Lohman 
| Air Corps, Assistant Commandant of the 
Advanced Flying School, assumed command 
of that school and the Training Center. 


---000--- 
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WAR DEPARTMENT. SPECIAL ORDERS 
Changes of Station 


| : = = 2 vets tig 

; To Middletown Air Depot, Pa.: Majors 
William J. wcKiernan, Jr., from duty in 

| the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, 

| Washington, D.C., and Samuel C, Eaton, 
Jr,, from Bolling Field, D.C.; end Lieut. 

| Franklin K, Paul, from Panama Canal De- 

| partment (previous orders in his case 

| revoked), : iyi 

/ -To Bolling Field, D.C.; Captain Charles 

| H, Deerwester from Middletown Air Depot. 

To Hawaiian Department: Lieut. Co.onel 

Rosenham beam, trom Oitice of the Chief 

of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 

. To Office of the Chief of the Air , 
orps, hes .ingto., ),C,: Lieut. Colone 

Hume Peabody, from duty as a member of 

the Aix Corps Board, Maxwell Field, A-a. 
To his home to await retirement: Major 




















Romeyn Bb, Hough, who is relieved from 
duty in the Hawaiian Department, 
p. V-7892, A.C. 




















GROUND SCHOOL INSTRUCTION AT RANDOLPH { RANDOLPH FIELD CHILLED BY FRIGID BLASTS 


Ground School instruction for both 
classes at the Air cores Primary Flying 
School at Randolph Field, Texas, got un- 
der way on October 24th, the same 
training was started on the flying lines. 
For the new class, ENGINES will be the 


The first of Texas' famed Northers 
> down on Rando?iph Field en the 
night of October 22nd, when ba 
weather was supplanted suddenly 
frigid blasts, The thermometer slid 
downward 20 degrees during the night,and 
first major hurdle to scale in ground the following night it dropped to a low 
school, but at the same time they will of 37 before starting upward again, The 
be taking courses in Mathematics, Mili- "Norther" was of short duration, and by 
tary Hygiene, and Personal Equipment of the end of the month flying was again 
the Pilot, For the upper class, the in- | being carried on in summer flying suits. 
evitable radio code, better known as | A Re ea | nile ; 

"Buzzer," is supplemented by ground | In addition to forecasting from the 
courses in Airplanes and Gunnery. | synoptic weather map, the forecasters 
| 


Numerous elaborate displays of working at Randolph Field are now plotting and 
models of various types have been in- | drawing Isentropic Charts from data re- 
stalled in the Engine Laboratory recent- ceived from airplane meteorogravh and 
ly, . They include: | radio meteorograph soundings made at 

(1) An operati display which in- | selected stations throughout the United 
cludes an R-1820-45 engine, Hamilton States and Canada, After studying the 
controllable propeller and instrument air-motions and physical properties of 
panel, with instruments, as installed on the upper-air, the forecaster is able 
the B-18 airplane. This equipment will to visualize where there will most pro- 
be used for the first time in instruct- | bably occur certain meteorological acti- 
ing the present lower class. _vities, such as: cloudiness, precipita- 

2) A table display of a dynamic dam- (tion, icing, thunderstorms and cyclonic 
per, which was furnished by the Wright (or anti-cyclonic circulation, It has 
Aircraft Corporation, This equipment is proven to be a valuable aid in forecast- 
standard on all Wright Aircraft engines i so far, and it is believed that it 
of recent design, will be a major part of forecasting in 

(3) A table display of an XR-1830-17 the future. 


engine used to instruct students in the , The Post Weather Officer gave a short 
construction and operating principles of | talk to the new student officers who re- 
recent res, bag engines. cently graduated from the United States 
(4) A table display of the 1,000 h.p. (Military Academy at West Point, N.Y. 
V-1710-7 Allison engine. |After the short lecture, they were con- 


(5) An operating display of a liquido- | ducted through the Post Weather Office. 
meter, an electric fuel level gauge, con- The office was grouped into four sec- 
sisting of one tank unit, selector switch tions and a trained enlisted man was sta- 


and dial change list. | tioned at each section to explain in- 
(6) Operating and table displays of | struments, map Pe omen map drawing, 

eclipse autosyn, consisting of transmit- | forecasting, teletype maintenance and 

ter and indicator. ; juses of the radio. The student offi- 
(7) Operating and table displays of |cers seemed to take very readily to 

the Breeze and Cambridge fuel mixture in-| their first baptism on modern weather. 

dicators,. | They were invited to visit and familiar- 


(8) A table display of propeller spin- |ize themselves with the Weather Office 
ner and anti-icer, ‘in more detail at any time during their 
(9) A table display of the NA-F7C car- | stay at Randolph Field. 
buretor. ---000---= 
(10) A table display cf heater assem- | 
bly, canvas hood type, used for engine | #LECTRICAL CONNECTORS FOR AIRCRAFT USE 
preheating under winter conditions. 


(11) A table display of the Curtiss | Standardization of mating dimensions 
constant speed propeller, electrically of electrical connectors for aircraft 
operated, complete with cockpit controls.|use was successfully accomplished at a 

---000--- ,conference held recently in the Equip- 


iment Branch of the Air Corps Materiel 
Evidence of the popularity of the Air (Division, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 
Corps as a branch of the service was re- |These dimensions involved contact pin 
cently demonstrated in the 12th Air Base |length and diameters, and the coupling 


Squadron, stationed at the Air Corps 'thread. It is reported that necessary 
Primary Flying School at Randolph Field, | data will be prepared and used as a 
Texas. During the month of October, basis for revision of Air Corps Specifi- 
this organization's record for reenlist- {cation 32151. Two manufacturers, the 
ments was one hundred percent, twelve Bureau of Aeronautics, Signal Corps and 
men reenlisting to fill their own vacan- |the Air Corps were represented at this 
cies in the organization. conference. 
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